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fully instructed and trained for three years and a half by
Dr. Lowe, assisted for some time by Mr. Baylis, in teaching
Latin and chemistry. The medical students made up the
prescriptions, performed minor operations, and received in-
struction in the various departments of medical science, so as
to combine practical work with systematic study \ and the
scheme has proved, so far, entirely successful. Before Dr.
Lowe was compelled, by the illness of his excellent wife,
to leave Travancore, he opened three branch dispensaries at
Agateespuram, Santhapuram, and A'ttur, and left the work
in the hands of his native assistants.

"In order," he writes, "to test the efficiency of the
dressers for the responsible duties which would devolve
upon them, I gradually withdrew from the ordinary routine
of dispensary work, and, for a few weeks before I left,
allowed the dressers themselves to do most of the work,
merely watching them, and, as opportunities were presented,
making suggestions for their future guidance. The result
was most gratifying. In the daily dispensary practice I saw
these young men judiciously and skilfully applying the
instruction they had received, often in cases of no little
difficulty and danger. I saw them, amputate and perform
successfully serious obstetrical operations, reduce dislocations
and fractures, both simple and compound, and attend to the
patients till they were discharged cured. I saw them excise
tumours, and perform all the minor surgical operations which
are daily required in ordinary dispensary practice. I saw
them going in and out among their patients, gaining their
confidence by their kindness; and, while endeavouring to
relieve their wounded or diseased bodies, seeking at the same
time to lead sin-stricken souls to the Great Physician. I saw
all this, and I felt amply repaid for my toil."

During the year 1869, these native dressers, or medical
assistants, attended, in the absence of Dr. Love, to no less